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To the much honoured 
Bartholomew Soame of 


Thurlm Eq; and Suſan- 
na his pious Conſort. 


My Worthy Friends ; 


Have at length yielded to your 
Importunity ; and do here offer 
theſe Sermons to publick wiew,. 

and your own;which were,one day the 
laſt Summer, preached under your 
roof, attributing more to your pious 
deſign herein, than to my own rea- 
ſons againſt it. I no farther inſiſt 
zÞ0n the intongruity, having divers 
years ago publiſhed a ſmall Treatiſe 
of Selt-dedication, now again to 
A 2 ſend 
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ſend abroad another on the ſame 
Subjeft. For the way ef Traflation 
is here very different ; this may fal 
into the hands of Soon, who have 
never feen the other ; and how- 

ever, they who have read the other, 
have it is thetr choice whether they 
will trouble themſelves with this or 
no. And tho” your purpoſe which you 
urged me with,of lodging one of theſe 
little Books m each family of the 
hearers,' might have been. anfwered 
by fo diſpoſe of many @ better Book 
alteady extant ; yet you having told 
me how-geeatly you obferved them 
te-he: moved by theſe plain Diſcour- 
ſes, confidlering the' peculiar aduan- 
rage of reading what had been, with 
ſome” acceptance and reliſh heard 
before ( Norough that greater vigor 

ahhe Sc. the Ordinance of 

Preaching 


Pre 


———— 


Dedicatory. 
Preaching to an Aſſembly,thar doth 
#ſnally the ſolitary firſt reading of 
the ſame thing) Þ was not willing to 
ran the bazard of incurring a guilt, 
by refaſing a thing ſo much deſired, 
and which, throagh God's bleſſing, 
might contribute ſomething, tho i 
never ſo low a degree, to the ſavins 
of mens Souls. 1 could not indeed, 
as I told you, undertake to recollet 
every thing that was ſpoken; ac- 


cording t0 that latitude, and free- 


dom of expreſſion, wherewith it mas 
fit to inculcate momentous things, 
to a plain Countrey- Auditory, But: 
I bave omitted nothing I could call 
to mind. Being little comcern'd 
that the more cavious may take u0- 
tice, with diſlike, how mach,i ina 
work of this kind, 1 prefer: plain-- 
neſs ( tho they. may call it nude-* 
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neſs) of ſpeech, before that which 
goes for wiſdom of words, or the 
moſt laboured Periods. 

May you find an abundant blcſ- 
ſing on your Houſhold, for the 
ſake of the Ark, which you have ſo 
pioufly, and kindly received: And 
whereas, by your means, the parts 
about you, have an help for the 
ſpreading the Knowledge of God 
among them, added to what they 
otherwiſe more ſtatedly enjoy ; may 
the bleſſing of Heaven ſucceed all 


ſincere endeavours of both ſorts ; 


ro the more general introducing of 
the new man which 1s renew 'd 
in knowlcdge----where there 1s 
ncither Jew nor Greek, Circum- 
ciſion, nor Uncircumciſtion, bur 
Chriſt is all, and in all : 7o whoſe 


Gracc, you are, with ſincere affe- 
#01 
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Dedicatory. 


fion, and great ſenſe of your hind- 
neſs, earneſtly recommended, by 


Your much oblig'd, faith- 
ful Servant in Chriſt, 


7obn Hone. 


Theſe Books Written by the ſame 

Anthor, are ſold by Thomas Þark- 

' barſt at the Bible and Three Crowns 
in Cheapſule. 


1. HE BlefledoneG of the Righteous : 
© Vanity of this Mortal Life 
17. ver. 15, and Pſalm 89. 47, 

2+ Cf Thoughtfulneſs for the Morrow, with 
an Appendix concerning - the Immoderate Defire 
of Fore-knowing things to come, 

3- The Redeemer's Tears wept over loſt Souls, 
ina Treatiſe on Luke 19. 4.1, 42. With an Ap- 
pendix wherein ſomewhat is occaſionally dif 
courſed concerning the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
and how God is ſaid to Will the Salvation of them 
that periſh, 

4, Of Charity in Reference to other Mens 
Sins. 

5. A Sermon direting what we are todo after 
a ſtrift inquiry whether or no we truly love God. 


—— 


The 
On Pſalm 


A Diſcourſe of the Saving Grace of God; by 
David Clarkſon Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

_ The -Conveilion of-the Soul, to which 4s agd- 
ed, A Warnfng to Sinners to prepare for Judg- 
ment, by Nath. Vincent Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

A Diſcourſe of Old Age, tending to the In- 
ſtrution, Caution and Comfort of Aged Perſons. 

ks Bonds Renewed, being _ 
upon Pſalm 50. wer. 5. O. Heywood Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel. Ks 
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Heſe are but/a few words, but I 
can ſpeak to you of no greater 
or more important thing than 
I am to preſs upon you from 

them this day. We are above taught 

how abſurd it 1s to continue in {in, 

whereto we are avowedly dead, v. 1, 2. 

as 1s ſfignifhed by our Baptiſm ; together 

with our entrance into a new ſtate of 
life, and that in both we are to be con- 
formed unto the Death and Reſurrection 
of Chriſt, v. 3,4, 5. fo that fin ought 
now no more to have a new dominion 
over up than Death can again have over 
him, v. 6, 7,8, 9, 10, We are therefore 
exhorted ſo to account of our ſelves, and 
of our preſent ſtate, That we are dead to 
ſin, but alive to God through Feſus Chriſt 
our Lord; and thereupon never more to 
let ſin govern us, or reign over us, or 
yield 
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yield to it, verſe 11,12,13. former part. 


But what then > How are we other- 
wiſe to diſpoſe of our ſelves? If we may 
not yield our ſelves to the ſervice of fin, 
what are we then to do with our ſelves ? 
The Text tells us, and the very reaſon of 
the thing ſhews it z But yield your ſelves 
to God, &C. | 

The Subje& to be diſcours'd of 1s an 
expreſs Precept, charging it upon us all as 
our unqueſtioneble duty,to yadd our ſelves 
toGod ; which therefore it can only be our 
buſineſs in ſpeaking to this Text, to ex- 
plain and apply. 

i. Weare to explain it. Whoſoever 
ſhall charge upon others ſuch a duty, not 
obvious, pcrhaps, at the firſt view, in the 
full extent of it, to every ones under- 
ſtanding, may well expect to be askt ; But 
what do you mean by this Precept ? or 
what doth this yzelding our ſelves to God 
fignihe ? 

And herearc two things to be opened 
to you. | 

1. How, or under what notions, we 
are to conlider God and our ſelves in this 
matter. 

2, What our yzelding our ſelves to him, 
ſoconſider'd, muſt include, 1, How 
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1. How we are to conlider or look up- 


r on God in this'affair ? You are to conſider 


him, both as he #5in himſelf, and according 
to the relations be bears to you ; whether 
before your yielding your ſelves to him, 
or in, and upon your fo doing. 

i. As he ts in himſelf: You that have 
heard, or now read what I have ſaid, and 
do write, here make a ſtand, and bethink 
your ſelves a while ! 

What! Are you about yielding your 
ſelves to God? Sure you ought to be. 
thinking of it as ſoon as you hear his 
claim laid to you. 

But do younow know with whom you 
have to do? Too many have the Name of 
God, that great and awful Name! in their 
mouth or ear,and have no correſpondent 
thought in their mind; it paſſes with 
them as a tranſient ſound, as ſoon over as 
another, common, word, of no greater 


| length; and leaves no impreſſion. Per- 


haps there is leſs in their minds to an- 
{wer it, than moſt other words which 
men uſe in common diſcourſe. For they 
have uſually diftinſ thoughts of the 
things they ſpeak of; otherwiſe they 
thould neither underſtand one another 

B 2 nor 
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nor themſelves, but might ſpeak of-an 
Horſe, and mean a Sheep : Or be thought 
to mean ſo. And it would no more move 
a man, or- impreſs his mind, to hear or 
mention a Jeſt, than a matter of life 
and death. But the holy and reverend Name 
of God is often ſo ſlightly mentioned, as 
in common Oaths, or in idle talk is fo 
meerly taken in vain, that if they were 
on the ſudden ſtopt, and askt what they 
"thought on, or had in their mind, when 
they mentioned that word, and were to 
make a true anſwer, they cannot ſay they 
thought of any thing : As if the Name 
of God, the All! were the name of No- 
thing! Otherwiſe had they thought what 
that great Name ſignifies, either they 
had not mentioned it, or the mention of 
it had ſtruck their hearts! and even 
overwhelm'd their very fouls! I could 
tell you what awe and obſervance hath 
been wont to be expreſt in reference to 
that ſacred Name, among a people that 
were called by it; and ſurely the very 
ſound of that Name ought ever to ſhake 
all the powers of our ſouls, and preſently 

form them to reverence and adoration. 

Shall we think it fit to play or trifle 

with 
"% 


by 


Tield your ſelves to God. 5 


with it, as is the common wont? My 
Friends, ſhall we now do ſo, when we are 
call'd upon to yeeld our ſelves to God ? La- 
bour to hear and think, and act intelli- 
gently, and as thoſe that have the under- 
ſtandings of men. And now eipecially in 
this folemn tranſaction, endeavour to 
render God great to your ſelves: Enlarge 
your minds, that as far as is poſtble and 
needful, they may take in the ent:re notzon 
of him. As to what *e is jn wh you C 


— — —_ 
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: muſt conceive of him as 2 Sprri\, as his joh. 4.24. 
own Word, which can beſt tell ts what . 
he is, inſtructs us; and ſo as a Being of 

far higher excellency than any thing you 

can ſee with your eyes, or touch with 

your hands, or than can come under the 

notice of any of your. ſenſes. You may 
eaſtzapprehend Sprritual Being to be the 

ſource and ſpring of life, and ſelf-moving 

power. This World were all a dead un- 
moving lump, if there were no ſuch 

thing as Spiritz as your bodies when the 

ſoul is fled. You muſt conceive him to 

be an Eternal, Self-ſubſ/t:ng Spirit, not 

ſprung up into Being from another, as 

our ſouls are: But who from the excel- 

lency of his own Being, was neceffarily | 
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of, and from himſelf ; comprehending 
originally and eternally in himſelf the 
fulne(s of all Lite and Being, I would 
fain lead you here, as by the hand, a few 
plain and eafie ſteps. You are ſure that 
ſomewhat now is, of this you can be in 
no doubt; and next you may be as ſure 
that ſomewhat hath, of z# ſelf, eyer been : 
For it nothing at all now were, you can 
eaſily apprehend it impoſſible that any 
thing ſhould ever Ve, or of it ſelf now 
begin to be,and ſpring up out of nothing. 


' Do but make this ſuppoiition in your 


own minds, and the matter will be as 
plain to you as any thing can be, that if 
nothing at all were now in being, no- 
thing could ever come into being; 
wherefore you may be ſure, that becauſe 
therexs ſomewhat, now in being, there 
muſt have been ſomewhat or other al- 
ways 1n being, -that was eternally of it 
felf. And then to go a little farther, 


. fince you know there are many things 


in, being that were not of themſelves, 

ou may be ſure thawwhat was always 
of it ſelf, had in it a ſufficiency of active 
power to produce . other things, other- 
wiſe nothing that is not of it ſelf could 
| ever 
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ever be. As you know that we were not 
of our ſelves; and the caſe is the fame as 
to whatſoever elſe our eyes behold. 

You muſt conceive of Gcd therefore as 
comprehending originally in his own, 
Being, which is moſt peculiar to himſelf, 
a power toproduce all whatſoever Being, 
Excellency and Perfection is to be found 
in all the whole Creation. For there can 
be nothing which either is not, or ariſes 
not from, what was of it ſelf. And there- 
fore that he 1s an abſolutely, univerſally, 
and infinitely perfect Being, and therefore 
that Life, Knowledge, Wiſdom,Power, Good- 
neſs, Holineſs, Fuſtice, Truth, and whatſo- 
ever other conceivable Excellencies, do all 
in higheſt perfection, belong, as neceſlary 
Attributes, unchangeably and without 
poſſibility of diminution unto him. And 
all which his own Word ( agreeably to 
the plain reaſon of things) doth in mul- 
titudes of places aſcribe to him; as you 
that are acquainted with the Bible can- 


- not but know. You muſt therefore con- 


ceive of him, as the All in All. So great, 
ſo excellent, ſo glorious a One he 1s, to 
whom you are to ſurrender and yield 
your ſelves. 

o B 4 You 
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You are to conceive of him as moſt 
eſſentially One, for there can be but one 
All. And fo his Word teaches you to con- 
ceive. Hear, O Iſrael ! the Lord our God 
#5 one Lord, Deut. 6.4. We know there 15 
no other God but one, &Cc. 1 Cor, 8.4, 5,6. 
Your thoughts therefore need not be di- 
vided within you, nor your minds hang 
in doubt, to whom you are to betake and 
yield your ſelves: there is no place or 
pretence for halting between two Opt- 
nions. He moſt righteouſly lays the ſole 
claim to you, 4 juſt God and 2 Saviour, 
and there us none beſides him, Iſa. 45. 21. 
(And ſo we are told often in that and 
the foregoing Chapters. He whoſe far- 
diſcerning eye projects its beams every 
way, and ranges thorough all infinity, 
ſays, he knows not any, ch. 44. 8.) 

Yet again you are to conceive of him 
as Three in One; and that in your yield- 
ing your ſelves to him; as the preſcrib'd 
form, when this ſurrender is to be made 
in Baptiſm, dire&ts; which runs thus, þ 
the. Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, Matth. 28, T9. You are not to: be 
curious in your enquiries beyond what 
Js written in this matter, how far the 
2 Rwy Subliſtents 
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Subſiftents in the Godhead are three, an 
in what ſenſe one; they cannot be both 
in the ſame ſenſe. Bur there is latitude 
enough to conceive how they may be di- 
ſtint from each other, and yet agree in 
one Nature ; which in none of them de- 
pending upon will and pleaſure, ſets each 
of them intinitely above all created Be- 
mg; which for the Divine pleaſure only 
was and 15 created, Rev. 4.11. And that 
we ſo far conceive of them as three, as to 
apprehend, ſome things ſpoken of one, 
that are not to be afirm'd of another of 
them, is ſo plain, of ſo great coniequence, 
and the whole frame of prattical Religion 
{o much depends thereon; and even this 
tranſaction of yielding up our ſelves 
(which muſt be introductive, and funda- 
mental to all the reſt) that it is by no 
means to be neglected in our daily courſe, 
and leaſt of all in this ſolemn buſineſs, as 
will more appear anon. In the mean 
time, ſet this ever bleſſed, glorious God, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt before 
your eyes, as to whom (thus in himſelf 
conſider'd) you are now to yield your 
ſelves. : 


2. You muſt Conceive of him accord- 


ing 


4 
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ing to the relations which he bears to- 
wards you, partly before your yielding 
your ſelves to him, and partly in and up- 
on your doing it. That is, 

I, Before you do any ſuch thing, you 
muſt conceive of him, as 

I, Tour Creator, the Author of your 

Rom. rt. Beings, of whom, and through whom; and to 
36. whom all things are. He that made you, 
demands you for himſelf. You are re- 
quired to yield your ſelves to him that 

gave you breath, . 

2, As the continual Suſtainer of your 

Being z and who renews your life unto 

AR. 17.28. you every moment z 1 whom you live, and 
move, and have your Being continually z fo 
that if he ſhould withdraw his ſupports, 
you immediately drop into nothing. 

But theſe are . things common to you 
with all other creatures; and fignifie 
therefore his antecedent right in you, 
before you have-yielded your ſelves, «p- 
on which you ought to do it, and cannot 
without great injuſtice to him decline 
doing it. There are other conſiderations 
alſo you ought to entertain concerning 
him in this your yielding your ſelves to 
Inm, 9:2, of ſome things which are _ 

an 
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and in* ſome ſenſe before it, and which 
it ſuppoſes, but which partly alſo, and in 
a more eſpecial ſenſe would follow and 
beinterr'd by it. Principally, this fourfold 
coni1deration you ſhould have of him in 
your yielding your ſelves to him, viz. as 
your Owner, your Teacher, your Ruler,and 
your Benefattor, and all theſe with the 
addirion of Supream, it being impoſſible 
hethould have a Szperzor ; or that there 
ſhould be any one above him in any of 
theſe. And he 1s in ſome ſenſe all thete to 
yau before you can have yielded your 
ſelves (as may in great part be collected 
from what hath been already ſaid;) But 
when you yield your ſelves to him, he 
will be all theſe to you in a far higher, 
nobler, and *more excellent ſenſe ; and 
you are to yield your ſelves to him as 
fuch, or that mm your ſo domg, he may actu- 
ally become ſuch to you. 

I, As your Owner : The God wheſe 
you are (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Ac. 27. 23. 
and whom, as it' there follows, and 1s na- | 
turally conſequent, you. are to ſerve.) You, 
were hiz by a former right, as all things, 
being made by him, are. But you are to 
yicld your ſelves to him, that you may | 
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be more peculiarly his, in a ſenſe more ex- 
.cellent in it ſelf, and more comfortable 
to you 3 as Exod. 19. 5. If you will obey--- 
you ſhall be to me a peculiar treaſure above 
all people, for all the Earth 1s mine. Of ſuch 
as tear him, the great God ſays, They ſhall 
be mine in the day when I make up my 
Jewels, Mal. 3.17. Your yielding your 
ſelves adds nothing to his right'in you 3 
you therein only recognize, and acknow- 
ledge the right he had in you before, but 
it adds to you a capacity and qualifica- 
tion, both by the tenour of his Goſpel- 
Covenant,and in the nature of the thing, 
for ſuch nobler uſes as otherwiſe you 
cannot ſerve for. As the mores contemp- 
tible lumber about a man's houſe may 
be as truly his, as the moſt precious 
things ; but neither doth he intend, nor 
can ſuch meaner things admit to be the 
ornaments, either of his Perſon, or his 
Houſe. The great God intends his devoted 
peculiar People to be-to him 4 Crown and 
royal Diadem,(Iſa.62.3.)when he puts away 
the wicked of the Earth like droſs, Pſal. 119. 
v. 119. Ina great houſe there are not only 
Veſſels of Sikver and Gold, but alſo of Wood, 
and of Earth, 2 Tim.2.20, But 'tis only the 
purged 
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purged and fan&tified ſoul (which is alſo 


[a ſelt-devoted one) that ſhall be the Veſ- 


ſel unto honour, being made meet for 
the Maſter's uſe, and prepared to every. 
good work, v. 21. Perſons and things ac- 
quire a facredneſs by being devoted to 
God. Perſons eſpecially, that can and 
do devote themſelves, are highly ennobled 
by itz he hereupon (beſides their rela- 
tive holineſs) really more and more ſan- 
&ifies and frames them for his own more 
immediate ſervice and communion. Of 
ſucha People he tells us,that he hath form- 
ed them for himſelf, and they ſhall praiſe 
him; and to them he faith (intending it 
manifeſtly in the more eminent ſenſe) 
Thou art mine, Iſa.43.1,7,21. Such may 
with a modeſt and humble, but with a 
juſt confidence freely fay, I am thine, ſave 
me---Pſal. 119.94. In yielding your ſelves 
conſider therefore firſt, that he 7s your 
Omrner by an unqueſtionable former right, 
and let that effectually move you to do 
it with all your hearts. For will you not 
give him his own? When you account 
duty to your Prince obliges you to gzve 
to Cxſar the things that are Calar's, will 


you not give God the things that are God's? 
And 
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And will you not know him for- your 
Owner? The Oxe knows bis Owner, ſa. 
I. 3. Or will it fatisfie you to be in no 
. other kind h:s, than brutes and Devils 
are, that either through an incapacity of 
Nature cannot acknowledge him, or 
through a malignity of Nature will not? 
O yield your ſelves, with humble deſire 
and expectation that he will vouchſafe 
otherwiſe to own you! 
2. As your Teacher; {o indeed he alſo 
Is to all men, tho' they never yield them- 
ſelves to him. He that teaches man know- 
ledge, ſhall not he know ? Pal. 94. 10. 
There 1s a ſpirit in man, and the infſpi- 
ration of the Almighty gives him under- 
ſtanding. Yea and inferiour creatures, 
as they all oweTheir Natures, and pecu- 
liar Inſtin&s to him, may be ſaid to have 
him for their Teacher too. But will it 
content you to be ſo only taught by 
him ? There is another ſort of Teaching, 
which, if you yield your felves to him as 
your great Inſiruftor, he will vouchſafe un- 
to you. The things you know not, and 
which it is neceſſary you ſhould know, he 
will teach you, 4, e, ſuch things as are of 


real neceſſity to your true and final wei- 


fare, 


Yield yotr ſelves to God. 

fare, not which only ſerve to pleaſe your 
fancy, or gratife your curioſity. For his 
Teaching reſpects an appointed, certain 
end, ſuitable to his Wiſdom and Mercy, 
and to the calamity and danger of your 
ſtate. The Teaching requiſite for per:ſh- 
ing ſinners, was, what they might do to 
be ſaved. And when we have caft about 
in our own thoughts never ſo much, we 
have no way to take but to yield our 


ſelves to God, who will then be our moſt * 


undeceiving Guide. To whom it belongs 
to ſave us at laſt;to him only it can belong 
to lead us in the way to that bleſſed end. 

Many anxious Enguiries, and fervent 
Diſputes there have been, how one may 


* be infallibly aſſur'd of the way to be 


ſavd. They are to be excus'd who think 
it not fit, but upon very plain grounds, to 
venture ſo greata concernment; or to run 
{o great a hazard in a meer Complement 
to any man,or party of men.Contident ex- 
preſhons,as, My ſoul for yours,and ſuch like, 
lignifie nothing with a cautious contider- 
ing man, except that ſuch as them care as 
littte for his Soul as their own. The Papal 
Irfallibility tome would have us truſt toat 
a venture,& would make usthink it _ 

neſs 


"0 
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neſs todoubt it;when no body ſtands upon 
good manners*n endeavouring to eſcape a 
ruine ; when a great part ef their own 
* The Communion truſt not to it *, And ſome 
Galicen of them have written ſtrongly againſt it t. 
_ The accurate ſtating and diſcuſling of 
+ Ds Pin, the Controverſie, how far, or in what 
TG ſenſe any ſuch thing as Infallible Light 
may belong to the Chriſtian Church, are 
not fit for this place, nor for a Diſcourſe 
of this nature. "Tis enough now te ſay 
that this claim hereof to the Pope or 
Biſhop of Rome,Qas ſuch, 
1. Cannot be provd. 

2, May be plainly diſprov'd. 

I. It @nnot be prov'd. For {ince no 


Principles of common Reaſon are pre- 


tended ſufficient to prove it of any man, 
or of him more than another, it muſt be 
proy'd by ſupernatural Revelation, if at 
all. But in the written Word of God 
there is no ſuch thing, Pretences from 
thence are too vain to- be refuted or 
mention'd. And if any other Revelation 
ſhould be pretended, 'twill be a new,and 
as impoſſible a task to prove the Divinity 
of that Revelation, ſo as to infer upon 
the World an obligation to believe it. 

Nor 


—_ 
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Nor is it n=ceſlary to inſiſt upon this 
becauſe, 

2, It may be plainly diſprov'd ; for the 
ſame thing cannot be both true and 
falſe. And it ſuthciently diſproves ſuch 2 
man's Infallibility, or the impoſſibility of 
his erring, that it can be evidently prov'd 
he hath errd. 

- As when he hath determined againſt 
the expreſs Word of Chriſt, forbidding 
them (to take one or two Inſtances among 
many) to drink of the Euchariſtical Cup, 
whom he hath commanded to drink of 
it, Or (to mention a more important 
one) when Belzevers in Chriſt, or Lovers 
of him, are pronounced damned, who he 
hath ſaid ſhall not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life, and the Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs. Or when on the other hand pardon 
of {in and eternal life are pretended to be 
given to ſuch, whom the Evangelical 
Law condemns to death. 

When one to whom this priviledge 
hath been aſſerted to belong, hath deter- 
mined againſt another, to whom upon 


the ſame grounds it muſt equally belong. 


As 'tis well known in the Chriſtian 
Church, that Pope_ might b2 alledged 
> G& againſt 
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againſt Pope, and one Papal Conſtitution 
againſt another. Not to inſiſt on what 
might be ſhewn out of tl:eir own Hiſtory, 
that the fame Pope hath,being ſo, chang'd 
his judgment in a point of Do&trine, and 
left us to divine when he was the fallible, 
and when the infallible Pope. And again, 
When there have been determinations 
againſt the common uncorrupted ſenſes 
of mankind, as that what their fight, and 
touch, and taſt aſſures them is Bread, is 
ſaid to bethe fleſh of an humane body. 
For if you cannot be ſure of what both 
your own, ,and the ſound ſenſes of any 
other man would tell you, you can be 
ſure of nothing at all : You cannot be 
ſure you ſee cne another, or hear me 
ſpeaking to you; nor. be fure when you 


- heard the transforming words, This-15 my 


Body; or much leſs that they were ever 
ſpoken,if you heard them not;or that that 
was Bread and not a Stone, or a piece of 
Clay that is pretended to be tranſubſtan- 
tiated by them. The foundation of all 
certainty were upon theſe terms taken 
away from among men on Earth; and 
upon the fame common grounds upon 
wi hich 1t is pretended you ought to be- 
lieve 
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leve that which is ſhewn or offered you 


to be the fleſh of a man, and not bread. 


any longer, you muſt believe or judge the 
quite contrary, that it.is bread ſtill, and 
not fleſh, and conſequently that he is far 
from being infallible, but doth actually 
err, upon whoſe authority you are dt- 
rected to baleve otherwiſe. 

And indeed the-claimed Infallibility is 
by this ſufficiently diſprov'd, that therg 
is no imaginable way of proving it. Far 
if there were any ſuch thing, it muſt be 
by God's own mmediate gift, and vouchſafe- 
ment ; How otherwiſe ſhould a man be 
made infallible >» And if fo, it muſt be 
for an end worthy of a wiſe and a mer- 
ciful God ; whereupon for the ſame rea- 
ſon, for which he ſhould have made ſuch 
a man infallible, he ſhould have made it 
infallibly certain to other men, that he 
hath made him ſo. Whereas there 1s no 
one point wherein his infallible determi- 
nation can be pretended to be neceſlary, 
againſt which there 1s more to be ſaid 
than againſt the pretence it ſelf of his 
Infallibility ; Nor for which, leſs is to be 
ſaid than can, with any colour, or with 
out higheſt and moſt juſt contempt be 

C 2 ———_1 
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ſaid for it. The moſt weighty thing that 
I have known alledg'd is, the great ex- 
pediency of an Infall:ble Fudge. But if we 
will think that a good way of arguing, 
that things are #n fat# ſo or ſo, becauſe we 
can fancy it would be better if they 
were; we may as well prove that all 
mankind are {incere Chriſtians, or there 
1sno fin in the World, nor ever was, and 
a thouſand things beſides in the natural 
World, that never were, or will be, be- 
cauſe it appears to us 'twould be for the 
better. So muchis the fooliſhneſs of man 
wiſer than God. s 

Beſides, that San#:ty muſt be judg'd as 
neceſſary to the final falvation and feli- 
city of 'the ſouls of men as Orthodoxy, 
or exemption from doeirinal Errour, by all, 
with whom either Chriſtian Religion, or 
common Reaſon ſignifies any thing, For 
the ſame reaſon therefore for which it 
can be thought neceſlary God ſhould 
have put 1t into the power of any man 
to make others not err, he ſhould have put 
it equally into his power to make them 
holy, to renew and change their hearts 
and lives. But what man hath this 
power ? And one would reaſonably ex- 


pect, 
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pe, if erther were, that both powers 
ſhould be lodg'd in the ſame man; which 
if they ſhould pretend, who aflert the 
other unto one man, their own Hiſtories 
might make them bluſh, unleſs. they can 
think-it more probable that he can and 
will effectually fanStiftie another, ' and 
make him holy, who is himſelf moſt in- 
famouſly impure and unholy, than that 
he can ſecure another from erring'in mat- 
ters of Doctrine, who cannot ſecure him- 


| {elf 


But then it may be faid, If ſuch ſure 
light and guidance is not to be found or 
had from one man, it muſt be from ſome 
community or body of men in the Chri- 
ſtian Church. For, can it be thought God 
ſhould have taken care to ſettlea Religion 


- in the World, on purpoſe for the ſaving 


of mens ſouls, that yet affords no man 
any certainty of being faved by it? 

I anſwer, yes, there is a certain, unde. 
ceiving Light afforded by it to the whole 
body of fincere Chriſtians ſufficient, and 
intended, not to gratifie a vain humour, 
but to fave their ſouls, and which you 
can only, and may contidently expect * 
by veldag your ſelves to God,/as your 
| C 3 / Teacher, 
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Teacher. As it cannot agree with the 
abſolute perfection of his Nature to be 
himſelf deceiv'd in any thing, it can, you 
may be ſure, as little agree with it to de- 
ceive you, or let you miſtake your way, 
in the things wherein he hath encou- 
ragd and induc'd you to commit and 
entruſt your ſelves to his condu&' and 
guidance: Will he let a foul wander 
and be loſt, that hath entirely given up 
it ſelf to be led and taught by him 2 _ His 
Word hath at once expreſt to you 'his 
Nature, and his Good-will towards you, 
in this caſe. Good and »pright is the Lord, 
therefore will he teach /inners in the way, 
Pſal. 25. 8. But what finners? the next 
words tell you, the meek ( ſelf-religned 
ones, humble, teachable learners) he will 
guide in Fudgment, or with Judgment (as 
that particle admits to be read) he will 
guide them judicioufly, and ſurely, fo 
that your hearts need not miſgive, or ſu- 
ſpec, or doubt to follow ; The meek will 
he teach his way, v. 9g, Who would not 
wiſh and be glad to have ſuch a Teacher ? 
You ſhall know (how expreſs is his Word !) 
zf you follow on to know the Lord ; for, his 
going forth #s prepared as the morning, 
Ho. 
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Hof. 6. 3. You do not need to deviſe 1n 
the morning how to create your own 
Light, 'tis prepar'd and ready for you 3 
the Sun was made before you were, and 
it keeps its courſe, and ſo conſtantly wall 
God's own Light thine to you, without, 
your contrivance or care, for any thing 
but to ſeek, receive it, and be guided 
by it. | 

Know your advantage in having ſuc! a 
Teacher. 

1. He will teach you inwardly ; even 
your very hearts, and fo as his Inſtructions 
ſhall reach the center, the inmoſt qgyour 
ſpirits. God that made light to ſhine out of 
darkneſs, hath ſhined into our hearts, &C. 
2 Cor. 4.6. And when that holy good 
man, had been folacing himſelf with 
higheſt pleaſure ip conſidering this, that 
God was his portion, ſo contentful and 
fatisfying a one, that he cannot forbear 
ſaying, The lines are falfn to me in pleaſant 
places, and I have a goodly heritage, *Eſal. 
16.5, 6. He preſently adds, 1 will bleſs 
the Lord who hath given me counſel; q. d. 
I ſhould never elſe have thought of ſuch 
a thing: it had never come into my 
mind to think of chuſing God for my 

V4 portion 
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portion. I ſhould have done like the 
.reſt of the vain World, have follow d 
ſhadows all my days. My reins alſo in- 
firabi me 1mm the night ſeaſon. He will fo 
teach you, as to make you teach your 
ſelves, put an abiding word into you, 
that ſhall talk with you when you {it in 
your houſes, and walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rife 
up, and whereby you ſhall be enabled to 
commune with your , own hearts upon 
your beds, while others ſleep, and revolve, 
or roll over in your minds, dictates of 
life. @&ou will not need to ſay, Who 
ſhall aſcend into Heaven, to bring down 
Chriſt from above? Or, Who ſhall de- 
{cend into the deep, to bring Chriſt again 
from the dead 2 For the Word will be 
nigh thee, not in thy mputh only, but in 
thine heart, &c. You wall have in you 
an ingratted Word, and the Law of your 
God will be in your heart, ſo as none of 
your ſteps ſhall flide. -T his is our Lord's 
own intefpretaticn of divers words of 
the - Prophets, that jn the days of the 
more general diftution of holy,vital,light, 
which was to be after his own appearance 
in the > World, They ſhall be all: taught l 
"Go 


Yield your felves to God. 
God, John 6.45. 4. e. ſo as to have their 
hearts inclin'd towards himſelf, and 
drawn to him, as the reference of theſe 
words to thoſe of the foregoing verſe 
1thews. Wherein, | 

2, Lies your further advantage, That 
by him you (hall be taught effettually. Other 
Teaching, as it doth but reach the ear, 
or only, at the moſt, beget ſome faint 
notions in the mind, that you are little 
the better for, 4s ſhall produce -rea 
fruit; He 4s the Lord your God who 
teaches you to profit and who by gentle 
and unforcible, butt by moſt preyailing 
infinuations, ſhall ſlide in upon your ſpt- 
rits, win them by light and love, and al- 
lure them to a compliance with what 
ſhall be in the end ſafe and happy for 
your ſelves. He will inftruct you, tho' 
not with a violent, yet with a ſtrong 
hand, o as not to loſe his kind, deſign. 
Others teach you, and leave you what 
they found you ; convinc't perhaps, but 
not chang'd z unable to reſiſt any ill in- 
clination, or y our diſinclination to that 
which was good. Power will accompany 
his Teaching; a conquering power that 


will ſecretly conſtrain and captivate your 
heartsz 
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hearts; and how pleaſant a Victory 
will that be'to-your felves! O the peace 
and joy: you will find ſpringing up with- 
in you, when once you feel your ſelves 
overcome! The moſt that a- man can 
fay to you is, what the Prophet Samuel 
once ſaid, (fo great, and ſo good a man) 
God forbid I ſhould ſin againſt the Lord int 
ceaſing to pray for you; but I will teach you 
the good and the right way : He could only 
ſhew that way,and pray that God would 
do the reſt; which implies God only can 
ſo teach it you, as to make you walk 


* nit. 


Pal. 53.18, 
Eph: 4. 11. 


I am not perſuading you to flight hu- 
mane Teaching ; you will need it ; and 
'tis among the gifts which your glorious 
Redeemer being aſcended on high hath gi- 


ven to men, vzz. Paſtors and Teachers. But 


underſtand their Teaching to be only ſub- 
ordinate, and Miniſterial. Without, or 
agamſt God, you are to call no man Ma- 
ſter, or Teacher upon Earth. 

And thus far their Teaching is to be 
regarded, as 1t agrees, 

1, With what God doth inwardly 
teach you, by that common light which 
ſhines in every man's own boſom, = 

'_ with 
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with a ſincere mind, attends to it, and 

which 1s too littie attended to. There ate 

Truths too commonly held in unrighteouf- 

neſs, ſeated generally in the Minds and 
Conſciences of men ; by which, tho' they 
have'not another Law, they are a Law 0 g,,. 5. 
themſelves, and for the ſtifling and re- 214. 
fiſting whereof, the wrath of God ts reveal- 

ed from Heaven againſt them. And from 

ſuch Truths they might infer others, and 

where God affords external helps, come 

to diſcern a ſure ground whereupon to 
underſtand that what is contained be- 

ſides in the frame of Chriſtian Do&rine 

is true; being enabled to judge of the 
evidences that prove the whole Revela- 

tion thereof to be from God ; and no- 

thing being in it ſelf more evident than 

that what he hath revealed is true. And 

withal God 1s graciouſly pleaſed to ſhine 

into Minds that with upright aims ſet 
themſelves to enquire out and underſtand 

his Mind; and fo farther light comes to 

be ſuperadded to that which is common. 

Now take heed how you negle&t what a 

man teaches you, agreeably to that in- 

ward light which 1s already (one way or 

other) in your own Minds and Con- 
{ciences. 
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ſciences. Hither in ſome part, and in 
great part weare to appeal inour Teach- 
ing you: So the more early Chriſtian 
Teachers did z Not handhing (ſay they) 


' the Word of God deceitfully, but by manife- 


ftation of the Trath commending our ſekves 
to every man's Gonſctence in the ſight of God. 
In the moſt Ueeply fundamental things 
that concern your practice every day, we 
may appeal to your ſelves, and your own 
Conſciences. If we fay to you, Ought 
you not to live according to his Will that 


ve you breath? Should you not above _ 
ah ching fear and love, and truſt and 
y him that made you and all things > - 


Should you not do as you would be done 
unto? Should you not take more care 
for your immortal Souls, than for your 
mortal fleſh > You mult every one fay, I 
believe in mine own Conſcience this is 
fo. If I appeal to you in the very thing I 
am ſpeaking of, ſhould you not yield 
your ſelves to God whoſe Creatures you 
are? I doubt not you will any of you 
ſay, I think in my very Conſcience I 
ſhould. We have you witneſſes againſt 
your ſelves, if you will not hear us in 
ſuch things. And again, it being a matter 
very 
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very capable of plain proof, that thoſe 
writings which we call the Holy Scrip- 
tures, were from God, our Teaching 
ought ſo far to be regarded by you as, 

2, We can manifeſt to you that it 
agrees with the Scriptures. - And we 
are ſure he will never teach you inward- 
ly againſt what he hath there taught. 
Will the God of Truth fay and unſay the 
ſamething ? That were to overthrow the 
defign of all his Inftructions, and to fub- 
vert the Authority. which he requires 
men to reverence. No- man could expect 
to be regarded on ſuch terms. And 'by 
this Rule freely examine all that we 
teach you, as. our Saviour directed the 
Jews todo, John 5. 39. And for the do- 
ing whereof, the Apoſtle commended the 
Berean Chriſtians, A#s 17. 11. And we 
bave here the ſame advantage at length, 


tho' not ſo immediately, 'upon your Con-—_ 


ſciences; which cannot but judge that 
whatſoever is found in that Word which 
you confeſs to be Divine, muſt be moſt 
certainly true. 

And if within ſuch limits you take the 
help of men for your Inſtruction ; having 
yielded your ſelves to God as your fſu- 
pream 
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pream and higheſt Teacher, you are up- 
on ſafe terms. Only be fincere in liſten- 
ing to his dictates, whether internal or 
external. Let not a prepoſleſt heart, or 
vicious inchnation be- their Interpreter. 
If any man will do his will, he ſhall know of 
the Dottrine whether it be of God, &c. 
John 7. 17. 

3. You muſt conſider God, in your 
yielding your ſelves,as your Sovereign Ra- 
ter. For to whom you yield your ſelves ſer- 
wants to obey, his ſervants you are to whom 
you obey; as by v. 16. Tho' Teaching and 
Ruling may be diverſly conceiv'd of, they 
cannot be / hare in this caſe. The nobler 
and final part of God's Teaching you, 1s 
teaching you your duty; what you are to 
pradiife and do. And fo when he teaches 
you, he commands you too ; and leaves 
it not arbitrary to you whether you will 
be directed by him or no. What is his by 
former right, and by after-conſent, and 
ſelf-reſignation, ſhall it not be govern'd 
by him? if it be a ſubje& capable of 
Laws and Government, as ſuch conſent 
ſhews it to be? Your yielding your ſelves 
to God is not an homage but a mockery, 
if you do it not with a refohation to re- 
celve 
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ceive the Law from his mouth:” and that 
wherein ſoever he commands, you will 
to your uttermoſt obey. But in this, and 
the other things that follow, my limits 
conſtrain me unto more brevity. Only let 
not this apprehenſion of God be frightful, 
yea let it be amiable to you, as 1n it ſelf 
it 1s, and cannot but be to you, if you 
conſider the lovelineſs of his Government, 
the kind defign of it, and how ſuitable it 
is to the kindeſt deſign; that it is a Go- 
vernment firſt and principally over minds, 
purpoſely intended to reduce them to an 
holy and peaceful order, wherein it can- 
not but continue them, when that -Kng- 
dom comes to be fſetled there ; which 
ſtands m righteouſneſs, peace, and joy im the 
Holy Gheſt, and all the Laws whereof are 
ſumm'd up #2 Love ; being ſuch alſo as im 
the keeping wheveof there ts great reward. 

4. You are to conſider him, and ac- 
cordingly to yield your ſelf, as your grea- 
teſt Benefatlor, or rather as your beſt and 
ſapream good. Indeed you cannot fever his 
being your 'Raler from his being your 
Benefattor (more than his being your 


Teacher from his being your Ruler)when 


the tendency and deſign of his Govern- 
ment 
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ment is-underſtood. For it is a very prin- 
cipal part of our felicity to be under his 
Government, and he doth you the grea- 
teſt good-by ruling you, when otherwiſe 
nothing is more evident than that you 
would run your ſelves into the greateſt 
of evil, and ſoon be moſt miſerable crea- 
tures. You are now ſo far happy as you 
are ſubject to his Government, and that 
which it aims at is to make you finally 
and compleatly happy. For it is the de- 
{ign of his Government, not only to re. 
gulate your actions, but your inclina- 
tions, and principally towards himſelf. 
You have been alzenated from the life of 
God, were become ſtrangers to him, yea 
and enemies in your very minds ; for the 
carnal mind is enmity againſt God. The ve- 
ry buſineſs of his Government is in the 
firſt place to alter the temper of your 
minds z for continumg carnal, they neither 
are ſubject to the Law of God, nor can be, 
as the ſame place tells you. Therefore if 
his Government take place in you, and 
you become ſubject, you become ſpiritual, the 
Law of the Spirit of Life, having now the 
poſſelſion and the power of you. Nor was 
it poſsible he ſhould ever be an effefual 
Benuefattor 
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\ 
Benefatlor to you, without being thus an 
over-powering Ruler, ſo do theſe things, 
run into one another. To let you have 
your own will, and follow your carnal 
inclination, and cheriſh and favour you 
in this courſe, were to gratifie you to 
your ruine, and concur with you to your 
being for ever miſerable: Which you 
may ſee plainly if you will underſtand 
wherein your true felicity and bleſledneſs 
muſt conſiſt, or conlider what was inti- 
mated concerning it, in the propoſal of 
this head ; that he. is to be your Bene- 
fattor, in being to you himſelf, your ſu- 
pream and ouly ſafis fy:ng Good, He never 
doth you good effeftually and to purpoſe, 
till he overcome your carnal inclination. 
For while that remains, will you ever 
mind him? Can you love him? defire af- 
ter him? or delight in him? The firſt 
and moſt fundamental Law which he 
laies upon you 1s, that you ſhall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and ſoul, 
and mind, and might. What will become 
of you if you cannot obey this Law ? 
This World will ſhortly be at an end,and 
you muſt, 'tis like, leave it ſooner ; you 


are undone, if your hearts be not before- 
D hand 
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hand fo framed as that you can favour and 
take complacency 1n a better and higher 
Good. You wul ſhortly have nothing 
left you but himſelf ; you will be pluckt 
away from your Houſes, and Lands,and 
Friends, and all your outward comforts; 
and now in what a caſe are you, if yo 
can take no pleaſure or ſatisfaction 6 
God! You are therefore to yield up 
your ſelfto him in full union, as with 
your moſt grateful and delectable Good ; 
with this ſenſe poſſeſling your Soul, Whom 
have I in Heaven but thee? or whom on 
Earth c#n I defire beſides thee ? 

And thus you are to look upon God 
in your yielding your felves to him. 

You are to yield your felves to his 
Claim as your rightful Owner. 

To his Inftruction, as your undecetving 
Teacher. 

To his Government, as your Gracious, 
Soreretgn Ruler. And 

To the enjoyment of him, as your beſt 
and moſl: fatisfying Good. Or your felf- 
communicating Benefactor, 

But it alfo concerns you to have di- 
ſtinct and right thoughts of the ſtate of 
your cafe, and how things are between 
him 
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| him and the Sons of men, that you may 
duly apply your ſelves to him 1n ſo great 
a tranſaction. The Goſpel under which 


| you live tells you, he treats with mean in 
and by a Mediator, his own Son, wh 
| came down into this wretched World 0 
/ ours, in great compaſſion to our miſcries, 
and took our Nature, was here on Earth 
among us an incarnate God. God mani- 
feſted in the fleſh. Becauſe we were par- 
takers of fleſh and blood, he took part 
with us likewiſe of the ſame, and in that 
Nature of ours died for us, to make way 
that we might yield our feives to God, 
and be accepted. Vo man now comes to the John 14.6. 
Father but by him. He muſt be acknow- 
ledged with great reverence; and a moſt 
profound homage muſt be rendred to 
him. He that denzeth the Son hath not the ; John :, 
Father. And it being hispleaſure, to treat 23- 
with us by his Son, and the caſe requiring 
that we apply our ſelves to him, we are 
to take notice of him according to-'thoſe 
capacities wherein Scripture repreſents 
him to us. And 1t repreſents him agree- 
ably to thoſe ſame notions according to 
which we have ſhewn we are to contider 
God the Father in this matter; ſo as that 

D 2 Chriſt 


z6 


Rom. 14-c. 


Tield your ſelves to God. 
Chriſt being the Mediator between him 
and us, when we yield our ſelves to him 
ultimately, and finally, under the notions 
that have been mention'd, we are firſt to 
yield our ſelves to his Son, Chriſt Jeſus 
our Redeemer, under the like notions. For, 

1. Beirg to yield our ſelves to God as 
our Owner, we muſt know,the Father hath 

zvenall things into the hands of the Son, 
Joby 13. 3. and that He is Lord of all, Atts 
10. 36, which, in the firſt ſenſe, ſignifies 
him to be, by the Father's conſtitution, 
the Owner of all things, even as he is the 
Redeemer. For, he therefore died and roſe 
again, that he might be Lord of dead and 
living; 1.e. of both Worlds; agreeably to 
what he himſelf ſpeaks immediately up- 
on his reſurre&ion from the dead z All 


power #5 given to me. both in Heaven and 


Earth, Matth. 28. 18. 

2, And for thoſe other notions of God 
under which we have ſhewn, we are to 
yield our ſclves to him, as our Teacher, 
Ruler, and Benefa&or, they correſpond 
to that threefold Oftice of Chriſt, of 
which you cannot but have heard much, 
772, of Propher, King, and Prieſt, ſo that 
we are t0.commit our ſelves to him,when 

| we 


CFE bo ÞO££©-4i.. . 


—___ 


8 
Nield your ſelves to God. 


we yield our ſelves to God, as a Teacher 
come forth from God, and who reveals 
him to us whom no man hath leen at 
any time: As one that muſt reign over 
us, and over the greateſt on Earth, Luke 
19. 14. and 27. Pſal. 2.6, 7, 8, 9,10. and 
by whom we are to be reconcild to 
God, and reſtor'd to the enjoyment of 
him, Rom. 5. 11. 

And becauſe our blind minds, and per- 
verſe hearts need light and grace from 
aHove, to direct and encline us hereto, 
therefore hath the Spirit of the Father 
and the Son a great work to do in us to 
this purpoſe. Whereupon we are to yield 
our ſelves to that bleſſed Spirit alſo, as 
our enlightner, and fanctifier; which 
our being directed to walk in the Spirit, 
Gal.5. 25. and our being told that they 
that have not the Spirit of Ghriſt are none 
of his, Rom.' 8.9. and, that as many 4s 
are the Sons of God, are led by his Spirit, 
v. 14. do plainly ſhew. 

You ſee then we are to yield our ſelves 
to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
which alſo our having thoſe greatnames, 
nam'd upon us in our Baptiſm (as we be- 
fore told you) doth import. 

D 3 And 


37 


| 13 Yield your felves to God. 


And how neceſſary all this is, you will 
ſee, if 

2. We conſhider how we are to look 
upon our ſelves in this tran{aCtion; x. e. 

i. We are to- conlider our ſ{clves as 
God's creatures, being, as you have 
heard, to conſider him as our Creator 
and fo we muſt reckon we owe our 
{elves to him, and do but yield him what 
we owe, and what was his before. For, 
how can you but be hs, who of his meer 
picaſure hath rais'd you out of nothing ? 

2. We muſt remember we have been 
apoſtate creatures, ſuch as had faln, and re- 
volted from him ; and fo our yielding 
our ſelves to him, 1s a giving our ſelves 
back to him, having injuriouſly with- 
drawn and with-held our ſclves from 
him before. And becauſe the injury was 
ſo great as we could never make any re- 
compence for, therefore it was ncceflary 
ſuch a Mediator ſhould be appointed be- 
tween God and us, for whoſe ſake only 
we can expett to be accepted when we 
yield our ſelves. So great a Majeſty was 
not to be approacht by offending crea- 
tures without fo great a Days-man, and 
Peacc-maker, 

3. We 
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3. We muſt conlider our ſelves as im- 
pure, and every way unfit tor the Divine 
Preſence, Service, and Converſe, and who 
did therefore need the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt to be put forth upon us to make us 
fit; and that therefore our caſe required 
we ſhould put our ſelves into ſuch hands 
for that purpoſe. 

4. We are to conſider our ſelves 4s un- 
der the Goſpel, as ſinners invited and call'd 
back to Gods as ſuch whole caſe is not de- 
ſperate; or who need to abandon our 
ſelves to ruine, tho' we have greatly of- 
fended, as if there were no hope. We are 
to contider our ſelves with diſtinction 
from the condition of other faln crea- 
tures. The Angels that fell and kept not 
their frſt ſtation, have no Goſpel ſent to 
them to invite them back, and perſuade 
them- again to yield themſelves to God 
you have.Into what a tranſport ſhould this 
thought put you ! how ſhould it mollite 
you! oh what a yielding temper and 
diſpoſition of ſpirit ſhould it work in you 
towards this gracious call, and juſt chal- 
lenge, which the great God now gives 
you, and makes unto you ! 
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Thus far then you ſee how you are to 
conſider God and your fclves in this your 
yielding your ſelves to him. You are now 
next to conſider, 

2. What your yielding your ſelves to 
God according to ſuch conſiderations 
muſt include, or be accompanied with. 
For it 1s not reaſonable to think you have 
no more to mind in this matter, than on- 
ly what is contained 1n the bare abſtract 
nature of ſuch an act ; but looking upon 
your caſe in its circumſtances, and con{t- 
dering the ſtate of things between God 
and you, it greatly concerns you to ſee 
to it, that the matter be ſuitably carried 
to this ſtate of your caſe. Whereupon, 

r. Your yielding your ſelves to God 
muſt be accompani'd with very deep and 
ſerious repentance. 'Tis a moſt penitential 
ſurrender you are now to make of your 
ſelves to him; for you are to remember 
that you are but now coming back out 


of a ſtate of Apoſtacy from your Sove- 


reign and moſt rightful Lord. Yea tho' 
you are but renewing your ſurrender of 
your ſelves, having done ſomewhat here- 
in before, you are yet to conſider this 
was your caſe z and perhaps ſome never 

; | havg 
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have yet ſeriouſly thought of any ſuch 
thing, but liv'd in this World hitherto as 
if you were your own, and there were no 
Lord over you: O then with what in- 
ward remorſe, with what brokenneſs of 
heart, with what relentings and ſelf-accu- 
{ings thould this thing now be done ! you 
ſhould come, ſmiting upon the thigh, and 
ſaying within your ſelves, What have I 
done ? So long Lord, have I hv'd in this 
World of thine, which thou mad '|t, 
and not I, as if I might do in it, and with 
my ſelf, what I pleas'd? I have uſurpt 
upon thy unqueſtionable right in me, 
have livd to my ſelf, and not to thee; I 
am now convinced this was a very undu- 
tiful, unlawful way of living. Let him 
hear you (as he once heard Ephrarm, or 
ſhall do) bemoaning your ſelves, and ſaying, 


Turn me and I ſhall be turned, thou art the? - 


Lord my God, &c. How can you think of 
yielding your ſelves now at length to 
God, without being deeply ſenſible of 
your having deferr'd it ſo long, and that 
you have not done it ſooner? and how 
great the iniquity was of your former 
courſe? that you have all this while com- 
mitted a continual robbery upon him 

that 
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that gave you breath. Wrll 2 man rob God ? 
And if you fay, Wherein have I robbed 
him ? you have robd him of your ſelf, a 
greater thing than of Tythes and Offerings. 
And this robbery was facriledge. For 


hath a ſacredneſs upon itz and conlider, 
were you not, upon his juſt claim, in your 
Baptiſm devoted to him? how ſhould t!:is 


every thing due and devoted to God, [ 


ſtartle you ? you have conſtantly atiena- 


nated from him a ſacred thing! You 
have been in a continual conteſt with 
him about one of the higheſt rights of 
his Sovereignty, yea and of his Godhead, 
for to that, nothing 1s more peculiar, than 
to be Lord of all. So that the controverſy 
between him and you hath been, who 
ſball be God ? You have refus'd him his x 
own creature; How high a crime was F| 
this? Know then you have been a great 
tranſgreflor, a grievous revolter, and now 
therefore yield your ſelf to him with a 
melting broken heart, or you do nothing, 
2, It muſt be done with great delibera- 


troy; not as the meer effe& of a ſudden | 


fright. What is done in a raſh haſte, may 
be as ſoon undone. Leifurely conſider, 
and take the whole compaſs of tHÞ caſe ; 

weigh 


| 
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weigh with your ſelves the mentioned 
grounds upon which you are to yield 
your {cives, and the ends you are to do 
it for, that things may be ſet right be- 
tween him and you, that you may return 
into your own natural place and ſtation, 
that you may be again ſtated in that ſub- 
ordination to your Sovereign Lord which 
htly belongs to you 3 that he may have 


| his right which he claims, and you the 


mercy w hich you need. Here is place for 
much conſideration. And when Iſrael is 
complain'd of as leſs willing to acknow- 
ledge God for his Owner and Maſter,than 
the Oxe and Aſs were to acknowledge 
theirs, all is reſolved into this, that the 
people did not conſider, Ija. 1. 

3. It muſt be done with Frndgment, 
which is the effe& of Tuch conhideration. 
When all things have been well weigh'd 
that belong to this caſe, then let this 
formed Judgment paſs, Lord, I ought to be 
thine, anduo others. Say to him hereupon, 
with a convinced Judgment and Conſci- 
ence, O God, I ſurrender my ſelf, as now 
ſeeing none hath that right in me that 
thou haſt ; when the Love of Chriſt be- 
comes conſtraining upon Souls, it 1s = 

cau 
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cauſe they thus judge, that they ought no 
longer to live to themſelves, but to him, &Cc. 
2 Gor. 5. 14, 15, Theſe things laſt men- 
tioned will imply a rectih'd mind, which 
muſt be ingredient into this tranſacticn, 
elte it will be defective throughout. 

4. It muſt be done with a fulneſs of 
Conſent ; and herein it chiefly conſiſts, 
when the Soul ſays, Lord, Iam now moſt 
entirely willing to bethine : This # your 
welding your ſelves. And hereby the Co- 
venant 1s ſtruck between God and you ; 
which conſiſts in the expreſſed Conſent of 
the parties covenanting in the matters 
about which the Covenant is. This Cove- 


nant isabout the Parties themſelves, who' 
covenant, as the Conjugal Covenant is, 


which reſembles it;v/z. that they ſhall be 
one anothers.God hath expreſt his conſent 
11 his Word and Goſpel, ing therein 
the firſt overture to you. / When you re- 
joyn your own conſent, the thing 1s done: 
This being the fum of his Covenant, I 
will be your God, and you ſhall be my People, 
as 11 many places of Scripture it is ga- 
thered up. When therefore, as God hath 
openly teſtified his willingneſs to be their 
God who fhall accept, and take him to = 
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ſo, you alſo are willing, and do conſent 
too, you do now take hold on his Covenant, 
matters are agreed between him and you; 
and you may take thoſe words as ſpoken 
to you particularly; have entred into 
Covenant with thee, and thou art become 
mine\ Ezek. 16. 8. 

But then you muſt take rfotice that this 
is to be done with a full conſent, which 
that is ſaid to be which determines you, 
tho' it be not abſolutely perfect. No grace 
in any faculty is perfect in this life. But 
as in humane affairs, that will is faid to be 
full, which is the ſpring of anſwerable 
tollowing actions, ſo it is here. If a man 
have ſome inclination to do this or that, 
and do it not, it goes for nothing ; if he 


| doit, his will is faid to be full, tho' he 


have ſome remaining difinclination. You 
may be ſaid to yield your ſelves to God, 
with a full conſent, when you live after- 
wards as one devoted to him. 

5. Your Yieling your ſelves to God 
muſt carry life in 1t, as the following words 
ſignifie 3 Treld your ſelves to God as thoſe 
that are alive from the dead. It muſt be a 
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be capable of making that true Judg- 
ment 
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ment of your caſe, as 'tis v. 11. of reckon- 
ing truly that you are dead to fin, but alive to 
God through Fefus Chriſt. Do it as feeling 
life to ſpring in your ſouls towards God 
in your yielding your ſelves to him, 
What! will you offer God a carcaſs ? 
not tlie l;ving Sacrifice, which you ſee is 
required, Rom. 12. 1. Beg earneſtly for 
his own Spirit of life and power, that 
may enable you to offer up a living Soul 
to the living God. 

6. There muſt be Faith im your yielding 
your ſelves. For it is a committing,or entruſt- 
zng your felves to God, with the expecta- 
tion of being ſfav'd, and made happy by 
him. So Scripture ſpeaks of it, 2 Tim. 
2.12. 1 know whom I have believed ( or 
truſted) and that he is able to keep what 1 
have committed to him againſt that day.” Tis 
ſuitable to the gracious nature of God, 
to his excellent greatneſs, to his deſign, 
to the Mediatorſhip of his Son,to his Pro- 
miſe and Goſpel-Covenant, and to your 
own neceſſities, and the exigency of 
your own loſt, undone ſtate, that you ſo 
yield your ſelves to him, as a poor crea- 
ture ready to periſh, expecting, not for 
your ſake, but his own, to be accepted, 


and 
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and to find mercy with him. Youdo 
him the honour which he ſeeks, and 
which is moſt worthy of a God, the 
moſt excellent, and a ſelf-ſufficient Being, 
when you do thus. You anſwer the in- 
tendment of the whole Goſpel-conftitu- 
tion, which bears this Inſcription, To the 
praiſe of the glory of his grace, &c. "Tis ho- 
nourable to him when you take his 
Word, that they that believe in his Son, 
ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
You herein ſet to your Seal that he is 
true, and the more fully, and with the 
more ſigniticancy, when upon the credit 
of it you yicld your ſelves, with an afſu- 
rance that he will not deſtroy or reject a 
poor creature that yields to him, and 
caſts its felf upon his mercy. 

7. Another Ingredient into this yield- 
ing of your felves muſt be Love. As Fazeh, 
in your yielding your ſelves to God, aims 
at yow own welfare and falvation; fo 
Love, in doing it, intends his ſervice, and 
all the duty to him you are capable of 
doing him. You muſt be able to give 
this as the true reafon of your a&, and 
to reſolve it into this Principle; I yield 
my felf to God, becauſe I love gn 

rom 
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from the unfeigned love I bear to him z 
to tell the World; if there were occa- 
ſion, he hath captivated my heart with 
his Exceilencies and his Love, and here- 
upon having nothing elſe, I tender my 
ſelf to him, to tell himſelf, © Lord, thou 
« knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that I 
« love thee; and becauſe I do, I preſent 
& my ſelf to thee ; 'tis all I can do. I wiſh 
« my ſelf ten thouſand times better for 
« thy bleſſed fake; and if I had in me 
&« all the Excellenctes of many thouſand 
« Angels, I were too mean a thing, and 
&« fuch as nothing but thy own good- 
« neſs could count worthy thine ac- 
« ceptance; becauſe I love thee, I covet 
« to 'be near thee, I covet to be thine, 
« T covet to lead my life with thee, 
« to dwell in thy preſence; far be 
« it from me to be as without thee in 
« the World as heretofore. I love thee, 
« O Lord, my ſtrength, becauſe thine own 
« perfections highly deſerve it, and be- 
« cauſe thou haſt heard my voice, and 
« haſt delivered my Soul from death, 
« mine Eyes from tears, and my Feet from 
« falling, and I yield my ſelf to thee, 
<« becauſe I love thee. I make an offer of 
* my 
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 &@ my ſelf to bethy ſervant, th ſervant,0 


* Ford, thou haſt fooſed my bonds; art 
© row I defire to bind my ſelf in new 
© ones to thee; that are never to belooſed. 
Ard you cant make no doubt but that 
it ought to be done therefore with dif- 
poſitions and a temper ſuitable to the 
fate you are now willing to come'mnto, 
that of a devoted Servant ; v1z. 

8. With great reverence and humility. 
For, conſider to whom you are tendering 


| is 


your ſelf ; to the hizh and lofty One that 


mbabiteth Eternity : To him that hath 
Heaven for his Throne, and Earth for his 
Footftovl; and in compariſfon' of whom 
alt the inhabitants of the World are but 
as Graſboppers, and the Nations of the 
Earvh as the dvop of a bucket, and the duſt of 
the Balance,8c. Yea to himagainft whony 
you have finn'd, and _ _ pure 
eyes, you cannot, #n your ſelf, but a 

moft offenſively | Soong ſo that _ 
reaſon to-be aſhamed and' bluſh to liftup 
your eyes before him. 

9. And'yet it ſurely ought to be with 
great joy and pgladneſs of heart, that he 
hath expreſt himſelf willing to accept 
ſuch as:you, and that he hath made you 

| E willing 
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willing to yield your ſelves. The very 
thought .ſhould make your heart leap 
and Peing within you, that he ſhould 
ever have beſpoken fuch as we are. to 
yield our ſelves to him ! when he might 
have neglected us, and let us wander 
endleſly, without ever looking after us 
more. How ſhould it glad your hearts 
this day, to have ſuch a meſlage brought 
you from the great God, and which you 
find is written in his own Word,to yield 
your ſelves to him ! Should not your 
hearts anſwer with wonder ;*And blef{ed 
« Lord! Art thou willing again to have 
« todo with us! who left thee having 
*no cauſe, and who returning can be of 
* noule to thee! O bleſſed be God that 
we may yield our ſelves back unto him ! 
that we are invited and encourag'd to 
it. And you have cauſe to bleſs God, ,, 
and rejoyce, if this day you feel your 
heart willing to yield your felves to him, 
and become his. Do you indeed find 
your ſelves willing ?” You are willing im 
the day of his power. This is the day of | 
his power upon your hearts. Many are | 
call'd and refuſe; he often ſtretches out his 


Prov.1. 24. hands, and no man regards. Perhaps you 


have 
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have been call'd upon often before this 

day to do this fame thing, and neglect- 

ed it, had no heart to it ; and he might 

have faid to you; Now I will never 

treat with you more; x you ſhould 

call, I will not hear; if you ftretch 

out your hands, I will not regard it, 

but laugh at your deſtruction, and mock 

when your fear cometh. But if now 

he is pleaſed to call once more, your 
hearts do anſwer; Lord, here we are, we 

are now ready to ſurrender our tclves 

you may conclude he hath poured out his 

Spirit upon you : The Spirit of the Lord 

1s now moving upon this Aft:mbly, this 

is indeed a joyful day, the day whici he Pal. 118. 
hath himſelf made, and youu ought to 
rejoyce and be glad in it. When the 
people in David's days offered of their 
ſubſtance to God far the ſervice of his 
houſe, 'tis ſaid, The people rejoyced for 

that they offered willingly : And David,  Ciron; 
we are told, bleſſed God before all the *5- »: 
Covugregation—-faying, Thine, O Lord, is 

the greatneſs and: the power--But who am 

I, and what is my people, that we ſhould 

be able to offer ſo willingly after. this ſort ? 
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Tield your ſelves to God. 
own have we given thee, If you are this 
day willing to offer your ſelves, how 
much 1s this a greater thing ! and it 
comes of him, and "tis of his own you 
are now giving him ; for he had a 
_—_ unqueſtionable right in you be- 
ore. | 

Io. Tou ſhould do it with ſolemnaty. 
For, have you ever had a buſineſs of 
greater importance to tranſa&t in all 
your days? If you were to diſpoſe of 
an Eſtate, or a Child, would you not 
have all things be as expreſs, and clear, 
as may be? and would not they inſiſt to 
have it ſo, with whom you deal in any 
ſuch aftair > And is there not a ſolem- 
nity belonging to all ſuch tranſactions ? 
eſpecially if you were to diſpoſe of 
your ſelf';, as in the Conjugal Covenant? 
tho' that is to be but for this ſhors.un- 
certain time of life; ſo as that the rela- 
tion you enter into to day, may be by 
death diſfolv'd and broken off again to 
morrow: How much more explicit, 
clear, and ſolemn, ſhould this your co- 
venanting with God in Chriſt be? 
wherein you are to make over your Sout 
to him? and for etern;ty, You are to 
br | become 
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Tield your ſelves to God. 


become his, under the bond of an ever 
lafting Covenant. ” You are entring a re- 
lation never to be broken off. This God 
is to be your God for ever and ever, 
and upon the ſame terms you are to be 
his. Is your Immortal Soul of leſs ac- 
count with you than the temporal 
concernments of a mortal Child, that 
you are placing out but for a'term of 
years that ſoon expires? yea or than a 
piece of Ground, or an Horſe, ora Sheep, 
about which how punctual and expreſs 
are your Bargains and Contracts wont 
to be? Or are only the matters of your 
Soul, and wherein you have to do with 
the great God, to be lightly managed ? 
or to be huddled up in confuſion ? or to 
be ſlid over in filent intimations> 'Tis 
true, that-ſo expreſs and ſolemn dealing 
in yielding and giving up your ſelves to 
God, is not needful on his part, who un- 
derſtands ſincerity without any expreſ- 
fron of yours; but 'tis needful on your 
part, that a deep and laſting impreſſion 


may be made upon your Spirits; which - 


if you be ſincere, you will not only feel 
your ſelves to need, but your own tem- 
per and inclination will prompt you to 

. E 3 it 
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Yield your ſelnesto God. 
it z accounting you can never be under 
bonds ſtrong and fure enough to him ; 
You will not only apprehend neceflity, 
but will reliſh and taſt pleaſure in any 
ſuch tranſaction with the bleſſed God, 
in avouching him to be your God, and 
your ſelf to be his. The more folemn 
it is, the more gratetui it will be to 
you, - * 
Do fo then ; Fall before his Throne 3 
Proſtrate your felf at his footſtool ; and 
having choſen your fit ſeaſon, when no- 
thing may interrupt you; and having 
ſhut up your ſelf with him, pour out 
your Soul to him ; tell him-you are now 
come on purpoſe, to offer your ſelves 
to him as his own. -O that you would 
not let this night paſs without doing 
ſo! Tell him you have too long neg- 
le&ed him, and forgotten to whom you 
belong'd ; humbly beſeech him for his 
pardon, and that he will now. accept of 
you, for your Redeemer's ſake, © as be- 
ing through his grace reſolv'd never to 
live ſo great a-ſtranger to him, or be 
ſuch a wanderer from him more. And 
when you .have done ſo, remember the 
time; let it be with you a noted me- 
. | morable 


« 
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Tield your ſelves to God. 
morable day, as you would be fure to 
keep the day in memory when you be- 
came ſuch a-'ones Servant or Tenant, 
or your Marriage-day : Renew this your 
agreement with God often, but forget 
it never. 

Perhaps ſome - may ſay, But what 
needs all this ? were we not once de- 
voted and given up to God in Baptiſm ? 
and is not that ſufficient > To what 
purpoſe ſhould we do again a thing 
that hath once been fo ſolemnly done? 

But here I-defire you to confader, Are 
you never to becorhe the Lords by your 
own choice? Are you always to be 
Chriſtians, only by another's ' Chriſti- 
anity, not by your own? And again, 
Have you not broken your Baptiſmal 
Vow ? have you not forgot it for the 
moſt part ever fince? I am afraid too 


- many never think of any ſuch matter 


at all, that ever they were devoted t0 
God by others, but only upon ſuch an 
occahon as this, to make it an excuſe 


-that'they may never do fuch a thing 


themſelves. And conſider, were theſe 
Chriſtian Romans on whom the Apoltle 
preſſes this duty never Baptiz'd, think 

E 4 you ? 


Vield your ſefves td God. 

you? Read over the foregoing part of 
the Chapter, wherein you find him put- 
ting them in mind that they had been 
bagtiz.d into Chrifts death, and buried 
with him in baptiſm, and that therefore 
this was to be an argument to them 
why they ſhowd yeld themſelves to God ; 


" not why they ſhould not. 


Wherefore our way is now plain and 
open to what we have further to |do, 
012, | 

2. To apply this practical Dodtrine, 
and prels.the Precept further upon you, 
which hath beep opend to you, and 
preſt by parts in ſome tneaſure alrea- 
dy, in our inſiſting on the fevera] heads, 
which you have ſeen do belonl to its 


. andare one way or other comprehend- 


ed in it. Which will therefore make 


. this latter part of our work the ſhorter, 


and capable of being dilpatch't in the 
fewer words; and with bleſſed effe&, 
if the Spirit of the living God ſhall 
vouchlafe to co-operate, and 'deal with 
your hearts and mine, Shall we then 
all agree upon this thing ? Shall we 
unite in one reſojntion, We will be #be 
Lords? Shall every one ſay in his own 


heart; 
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heart, For my part, I will, and will 


I, and fo will I Come now, one and 
&l. This is 00 unlawful confederacy, 
"tis a blefled combination ! Come then, 
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perpetual Covenant, not to be forgotten. 
Wath _whatioever after-ſolemniry, you 
may renew this Obligation, and Bond 
of. God upon your Souls, as I hope you 
will . do it, every one apart, in your 
Cloſets, or in any corner, and you can- 
not do it too fully, or too often; yet 
let us now all reſolve the thing; and 
this aſſembly make a: joint-ſurrenaer, and 
oblation of it ſelf to the great God our 
Soveraign rightful Lord, through our bleſſed 
Redeemer and Mediator, by the Eternal 
Sperit, (which I hope is breathing and 
at work among us, ) 4s one living ſacri- 


fice, as all of us, alive from the dead, 


to be for ever ſacred to him? O bleſled 
Aſſembly ! O happy act and deed! With 
how grateful and well-pleaſing an 0+ 
dour will the kindneſs and dutifuineſs 
of this Offering aſcend, and be receiv- 
ed above! God will accept, Heaven 
will rejoice, Angels will concur, and 
gladly fall in with us. We hereby ad- 
6%, | join 
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join our ſelves in relation, and in heart 
and ſpirit, to the general Aſſembly, to the 
Church of the Eirſt-born Ones written in 
Heaven, to the innumerable Gompany of 
Angels, and? to the Sprrits of juſt men 
made perfeff, and within a little while 
ſhall .be aftually among them. - Is it 


poſſible: there ſhould be now among us |! 


any diflenting Vote? Conſider, | 
r, 'Tis & plain and - unqueſtionable 
thing you are preſt unto: A thing that 
admits of. no diſpute, and againſt which 
you have nothing to: ſay, and about 
which you cannot bus be already con- 
vinc't. And 'tis a matter full of dan- 
ger, and upon which tremendous con- 
ſequences depend;.to go on in any pra- 
Rice, or in any neglect, againſt a con- 
viction of Judgment and Conſcience. 
For your own Heart and Conſcience 
muſt condemn you if you conſider, and 
it betrays you if you conſider not. \ How 
fearful a thing is it for a man to carry 
his own Doom in his own Boſom ! to 
g0 up and down the World -with a 


Self-condemning Heart, if it be awake, 


and which if it be not, yet cannot ſleep 
always, and muſt awake with the grea- 
ter 


Tield your. ſelves to God 


” ter terror at length; And in fo lain 


caſe 'tis moſt certainly Gods Deputy, 
and ſpeaks his Mind ; If our hearts con- 
demn us, . God is greater than our hearts, 
GeC. 

2, 'Tis that therefore the refuſal 
whereof none of you would avow. Who 
among us can have the confidence to 
ſtand forth and fay, 1 will be none of the 
Lords * Would any man be content to 

o with this writ upon his Forehead 

m day to day > And doth not that 
ſigniftie ſuch a refuſal to be a ſhameful 
thing? That muſt needs be an ill tem- 
per of Mind which one would be a- 
ſham'd any one ſhould know. 

3- And 'tis a mean thing to diſlemble, 
to be willing to be thought, and coun- 
ted what we are not, or to do what 
in truth we do not. 

4. And confidering what inſpection 
we are under, tis a vain thing. For 
do we not know that eyes which are as 
a flame of fire, behold us, and pierce 
into our very*Souls? Do we not know 
all things mm us are naked and manzfeſt 
to him with whom we have to do? And 
that he diſcerns it, if there be any heart 
among 
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among us that is Wbr- fincere in this 
thing ?* | 
5. Conſider that this is the very de- 


 {ign of the Goſpel you live under. What 


doth it fignine or intend, but to re- 
cal Apoſtate Creatures back again to 
God > What 1s the Chriſtian Religion 
you profeſs, but a)State of devotedneſs 
to God, under the conduc, and tho- 
rough the mediation of Chriſt> You 
fruſtrate the Goſpel, and make your Re- 
ligion a nullity, and an empty name till 
you do this. 

6. And how wil you lift up your 
heads at laſt in the great day? and be- 
fore this God the judge of all? You can- 
not now plead ignorance. If perhaps 
any among you have not been formerly 
fo expreſly call'd, and urg'd to this 
yielding your ſelves to: God 3 now you 
are : and from his own plain Word 'tis 
charg d upon you. Will not this be re- 
membred hereafter? What will you 
ſay when the great God whoſe Crea- 
ture you are, ſpeaks to you with the 
voice of Thunder, and bids you gird up 
your Loins, and give him an anſwer? 


« Were you not on ſuch a day, in fuch 


« a place 


Tield your felnes to God. 6s 
« a place demanded and chim'd in my 
« Name > Were . you not told, were 
- {+ © you not convinc't you ought to yield 
. « your ſelves to me, and yet you did 
« it not? Are you prepar'd to conteſt 
- iN « with your Maker ? Where is yaur right, 
| « where is your power, to ſtand againſt 
« me in this conteſt ? 
7. But if you ſincerely yield your felves, 
the main Controveviie is at end be- 
tween the Great God and you, All 
your former {ins are pardon'd and done 
[ away at once. Thoſe glad-tydings you 
have often heard that import nothing 
but glory to God in the higheſt, peace on 
earth, and good will towards men, plain- 
| ly-ſhew that the Great God whom you - 
had offended, hath no deſign to deſtroy 
1 you, but only to make you yield, and 
. give him back his own. Though you 
[ bave formerly livd a wandering life, 
and been as a Vagabond on the Earth 
from your true Owner, it will be all 
. forgotten, How readily was the re- 
| turning Prodigal receiv'd ! and fo will 
'{ © you. How quiet reſt will you have 
this night, when upon ſuch terms there 
is a reconciliation between God and 
you ! 4, 
* 
| 


62 


2 


Tield yonr ſelves to God. 
you ! You' chave given him his own, 
and he is pleasd, and moſt of all for 
this that he hath you now to ſave you. 
You were his to deſtroy before, now 
you are his to ſave. He could eafily de- 
ſtroy you againſt your will, but 'tis on- 
Iy with your will, he having made you 
willing, that he muſt ſave- you. And 
his bidding you yield, implies his wil- 
lingneſs to do ſo. O how much of Goſ- 
pel is there in this invitation to you to 


yield your ſelves to God ! conſider it as 
the voice of Grace. Will he that bids 


a poor wretch yield it ſelf, reje& or 


deſtroy when it doth fo ? 

8. And how happily may you now 
live the reſt of your days in this World. 
You will live under his care, for will he 
not take care of his own, thoſe that are 
of his own Houſe? An Infidel would. 
You are now of his Family, under his 
immediate Government, and under his 
continual Blelhng, 

And were you now to give an ac- 
count where you have been to day, and 
what you have been doing : If you ay, 
you have been engag'd this day in a fo- 
lemn treaty with the Lord of __ 
an 


Tield your ſelves to God. 
and Earth, aboat yielding your ſelves to bim: 
" And it be further askt; Well, ,and what 
was the iſſue? Have you agreed ? Muſt 
' you, any of you be oblig'd by the truth 
of the caſe to ſay, Noz aſtoniſhing an- 
ſwer ! What ! ;Haſt thou been treating 
with the Great God, the God of thy 
life, and not agreed 2 What, man! Did 
he demand of thee any unreaſonable 
thing > Only to yield my ſelf. Why 
that was in all the World the moſt rea- 
ſonable thing. Wretched Creature, whi- 
ther now wilt thou go? Whatwilt thou 
do with thy ſelf > Where wilt thou lay 
thy hated head 2 Burt if you can fay, 
Bleſſed be God I gladly agreed to the 
Propoſal : He gave me the Grace not to 
deny him: Then may it/be faid this 
was a good days work, and you will 
have cauſe to bleſs God for this day as 
long as you have a day to live. 
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